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endeavour. It provides a map for many 
previously uncharted areas and a guide 
through the major developments of a 
much-troubled century, marked by two 
world wars, the rise and collapse of vari-
ous ideologies and a constantly increasing 
speed of change at all levels, as well as the 

the globe. 

-
-

th century, and author of a book 

has acquired a deep and broad knowledge 
of all the epistemological progress in the 

-
ity. Thus, the volume under discussion 
does a great service to both these disci-

-

-

Global South—long regarded rather as 
-

missionaries,’ but who since the early 
th

of what was considered the ‘margins’ or 
the ‘fringe’ of theology that becomes the 

-

-
-

Stanley’s book is extremely valuable to 
scholars of Missiology, giving some indi-
rect guidelines to methodological ques-

with regard to the contemporary need 

-

throughout the book, Stanley presents in 
-

siology, leading to the concept of 

Nevertheless, the author warns us 

-

that he himself is much more familiar with 
the modern history of Protestant than of 

Orthodox, let alone the Oriental Ortho-
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-

-
al approach in Church History studies that 
Stanley’s book is balanced.

The book contributes to contemporary 
historical studies and is a mine of informa-

of today that lead the historical quest. In 

research, namely, “to understand how 
the churches of the world got to be the 

deep understanding of historical process 
-

-

-
velopment of historical methodology. His 
choice of themes is extremely apt and 
skilled. The author claims not to be engag-
ing in history of ideas, doctrinal theology 

chooses to discuss represent some of the 
-

history of modern thought as well as oth-
er points of interest in Human Sciences.

-

point of interest with two case studies on 

of the two case studies may come as a sur-

an original element, serving to document 
-

in four well-harmonised parts: an intro-

of the scope of the chapter, the reasons 

studies and a guide to the broader his-
-

research. Then the two case studies fol-
low in separate parts, which are informa-

the reader, and at last a closing part which 
sums up the discussion, drawing plausible 
and convincing conclusions.

Among the author’s favorite themes 

broad human rights agenda, including the 

-
-

th

-
ments on the other. He shows how the 

that could be seen as ways of incultura-
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-

development of broader Pentecostalism, 
-

-
meates the whole book. Stanley regrets 

-
ics by a series of tragic compromises be-

th century and warns 
us of the probability of “accommodat[ing] 
the faith to ideologies of individual enrich-

st

To save space, I will refer in greater 

the Orthodox, before coming to an overall 

-
gent responses of the English and Ameri-

th century” and partly reversing 
-

contradictory tensions such as feminism, 
-

gave rise to a humanitarian panhumanism 
of the empire with regard to the subject 
peoples against the backdrop of colonial-
ism. Stanley also describes the birth and 
rise of American fundamentalism. It is a 
chapter that unfolds the far-reaching sig-

us to an understanding of its manifold in-

two “always uneasy bedfellows,” as he 

suggests, and not only in the frame of 
Catholic universalism. Nevertheless, he 

-

shrine ceremonies in a ‘sustainable’ civil 

churches; the underground resistance; 

views with the 
-

-

is Polish Catholicism and the struggle to 

territorial troubles, the development of 

a decade before the collapse of the com-
munist regimes, the murder of the priest 

-

-
alism. 

-
-

and a parochial way of thinking  
all 

churches have experienced the tempta-
-
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ism, one way or another, with greater or 

has not been exclusive to the Orthodox.
The Orthodox are visible in the volume 

-
lar focus as well as in chapters on broader 
topics.

-

which presents a peculiar parallel: “The 
-

viet Union.” It examines the various phas-
laicité, which remained 

Catholicism in society, and the Russian, 
-

religion in the USSR (religion here includ-
-

-
-

troops, where the Church was thought to 
be an important factor in resistance. De-

from the top down. The gender factor, in-
serted by Stanley in this discussion, is also 

laicité 
-
-

also suggests that the number of women 

authority of men, whether in church or at 
home, which did not correspond at all to 
modernity and the modern understand-

ing of women’s place in society. As the 

-
spite providing a highly intelligent discus-
sion it naturally leaves aside other ques-

to establish preeminence in the Orthodox 
world, as well as the development of the 
idea of a ‘third Rome.’

The second reference is in the broader 

or denial on the part of some Orthodox 
Churches, based mainly on the incom-
patibility of Orthodox ecclesiology with 
a Protestant-type branch theory, an ini-

-

-
tudes to the ecumenical movement and 

Ecumenical Patriarchate and the Church 
of Greece, but in my opinion, he under-
plays the leading role of the Patriarchate 

-

framework of the minority status of Chris-
-
-

of favoring the Muslim majority, disre-
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garding the voices of anguish from Cop-

USA 
-

breaking, but fair enough taking also into 

it ‘cheap’ “either to revert to spiritual in-

, 

-
ger emphasis on the human rights agenda 
in the region and minority rights in par-

context is that Stanley explicitly discusses 
the issue of religious freedom, including 
the right of free choice of religion, which 
is directly opposed to the ban on apostasy 
in Muslim law and is thus quite commonly 

reasons of diplomacy.
-

dox leaders, quite rightly, in the context of 
-

-
ogy and the ecumenical movement there 

Lebanon.

-

-

-
ing far beyond some small ethnic diaspora 

intelligentsia, of hesychasm as developed 

in Mount Athos, and the growth of Ortho-

are discussed. Important names are here 

Gillet, but there are others who would 
-

theologians. The second part relates to 
the Greek Church, against the backdrop of 

-

to form churches bounded by the newly 
established states. The chapter is very 

Chrysostomos Papadopoulos, the issue 
cannot be discussed only in terms of the 

see it also from another angle, namely 
that of the local people, which has per-

parts of the world [cf. the next chapter, on 
African Orthodoxy, or the one on the Resi-

III
the Greek case, there has been ample dis-
cussion and scholarly literature in Greek, 
even if an inadequate amount of the ma-
terial has been translated into English or 

-
th century and other theo-

It would also be useful to discuss the ac-
curacy of Papadopoulos’s claim as to the 

governments but also with the adminis-



[345]

Evi Voulgaraki-Pissina  

on the newly established protectorate of 
-

sion schools in the overall frame of de-

the fact that the ban on these schools led 
-

could be raised as to some very targeted 

collapse of the USSR -
lowing part is dedicated to the shaping 
of new Orthodox churches, against the 
background of colonialism. Here Stanley 
explains the decision of some African In-
dependent Churches to join the Orthodox 

This part can be read with an eye to other 

-

allow the Orthodox reader to understand 
the context more broadly and appreciate 
also the intrinsic reasons for the choice of 

and unrest all over Africa. Then one could 

reasons for the choice of Orthodoxy, too.
Stanley’s references to the issue of 

Churches are fair and well documented. 
-

-
cernible and highly laudable. And yet, the 

-
ic and two-dimensional, without much in-
ner life or movement, theological trends 
or further inner developments. The dis-
cussion of women’s role in the Church, 
taking place rather at the margins, re-

mains in the shadows. The variety of the-
ologies within Orthodoxy engaging in a 
dialogue with the modern world and with 

-
plicit. Orthodoxy is seen primarily through 

as a source of immanent spirituality, with 
Hesychasm and Mount Athos, music and 
iconic art, or as a rather immobile tradi-

And yet, Stanley does see the dy-
namics of the Orthodox Church, by his 
selected case-studies and by some com-
ments that one could consider out of 
the ordinary and genuinely original. He 
acknowledges, for instance, that “the Or-
thodox Church, perhaps more clearly than 

-

And in doing all of the above, Stanley 
does more than many Orthodox histo-

bring considerable vitality to the discus-
sion of the Orthodox. Yet while recognis-

more generally one must say that there 

the Orthodox. There is no equivalent His-
th Century 

that one could draw on, or a more sys-

thought; a body of research that would be 
appropriately varied and inclusive, reach-

or a discussion of spirituality in an es-

And this is a good reason why, generally 
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speaking, it is not only African or non-Eu-
-

Church History.
In conclusion, and as an overall evalu-

th century histo-

reading it from cover to cover. 
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In his highly readable and thought-pro-
voking book 

, Stefan 
Paas, Professor of Missiology at univer-

Netherlands, focuses on the challenge of 

The book aims to renew missionary vision 

-
nialism and violence.

My concern in reading the book was 
whether it has anything relevant to say 

-
cerned about the shape witness and 
evangelism could take for them in con-

was pleasantly surprised to discover that 

confessions over the last century leads 

draws on themes close to the heart of 
Orthodox theology, anthropology and 
ecclesiology. The book therefore deserves 

-
-
-

discover a stronger missional dimension. 

increasingly convinced as I read the book 

have arrived at their current dilemmas, 
also has something to say to the contem-
porary dilemmas of the churches in the 

and south-east Europe as they respond to 

The author begins with a helpful anal-
ysis of ways that Protestant and Catholic 


